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Among other recent papereon the Anatomy and Physiology of the Nerv- 
ous System we may mention tfie following: 

Flint, Is the Action of the Medulla Oblongata in Normal Respiration Re¬ 
flex? Am. Jour. Med. Sci., July.— Simanoffbky, On the Influence-of the 
Irritation of SenBory Nerves on the Functions and Nutrition of the Heart, 
St. Petersb. med. Woehenschr., No. 30.— Lanoendorff, On a Contralateral 
Reflex in the Frog and Oeneral Spinal Reflexes in Rabbits, Centralbl.f. d. 
med. Wiee., No 38.— Wilder, The Cerebral Fissures of the Domestic Cat, 
Science, July 81.— Myers, Nervous Force and Animal Electricity, Va. Med. 
Monthly, August.— Dalton, On the Form and Topographical Relations of 
the Corpus Striatum, Brain, July.— Ireland, Notes on Left-handedness, 
Ibid .— Waller, On Muscular Spasms known as Tendon-Reflex, Ibid. 


PATHOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND 
MIND ; AND PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 


Poliomyelitis and Neuritis. —A paper by E. Leyden in the Zeitechr. 
f klin. Medicin, I., No. 8, which is very fully abstracted by 8. Guttman in 
the Deutsche med. Wochenschr., July 24, discusses very clnborately the sub¬ 
jects of the anterior spinal paralysis of children and adults, progressive 
muscular atrophy and multiple neuritis. From his investigations Leyden 
concludes that there are, in what is called infantile paralysis, several differ¬ 
ent kinds of anatomical lesions, and that the situation of the poliomyelitic 
patches at the enlargements of the cord and their etiology and develop¬ 
ment permit the inference in many cases of their peripheral origin. After 
a thorough analysis of the previous anatomical investigations of cases 
diagnosed as acute or sub-acute poliomyelitis, he recognizes two separate 
forms, one consisting of small circumscribed patches in the anterior grey 
horns, commencing in the formation of fatty granulations and ending in 
sclerosis, with destruction of the ganglion cells; and this is especially the 
condition in the essential or atrophic infantile paralysis and the correspond¬ 
ing affection in adults; and a second form- consisting of diffusely extended 
atrophy of the great ganglion cells, and of the ground substance of the an¬ 
terior grey cornua (more or less involving the whole length of the cord), 
and characterizing more especially the sub-acute type most frequently met 
with in adults. The true nature of this last type is yet uncertain, since 
from its exceedingly chronic course the anatomical lesions of its earlier 
periods have not yet been observed. To these two he adds still a third 
form, multiple peripheral neuritis, the symptoms of which may be much 
like those of poliomyelitis and which may be acute, sub-acute, or chronic 
in its course. 

Leyden holds that progressive muscular atrophy may originate peripher¬ 
ally as well as centrally, as examinations in some cases have found the 
• spinal cord intact. This, he claims, is the case with all the forms of atro- 
I phic paralysis, and a separation is practically impossible as the forms all 
pass into each other. Dr. Leyden has always admitted the occurrence of 
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melancholia, and died ina)pp|kt|C£Sylum. , Suicidal cases were sometimes 
clearly syphilitic in causa(Wft!'*W‘fl(6 deliritffrldhused by thebraiu-affectlon, 
they would throw themselves out of the window, etc. Acute mania occa¬ 
sionally occurred in the eruptive stage of syphilis. Dr. Drysdale narrated 
a case, where the patient had roseola, and became so violent that he was 
taken into a lunatic asylum and fed with a stomach pump. Specific treat¬ 
ment soon made him recover. In another case, there were diplopia and 
ptosis; the patient became furious; iodide of potassium in large doses 
cured him. The diagnosis of syphilitic insanity was often most obscure. 
If squinting, ptosis, or paralysis of the motorl oculorum were present, of 
course it was not so difficult to pronounce; but not infrequently no such 
symptoms were present. In such cases, it would be well to find out, if pos¬ 
sible, the most intimate friends of the patient, and try to make out whether 
syphilis had existed. The possibility of a given case of mania or imbe¬ 
cility being syphilitic should be borne in mind, and treatment cautiously 
essayed. General paralysis of the insane had very marked characters. In 
the male sex it rarely occurred before the age of 35, and was almost con¬ 
fined to the middle classes, whilst, when it was occasionally met with in 
women, it only attacked poor women. Syphilis had no such selection ot age 
or sex. On opening the cranium of a patient witli cerebral syphilis, one 
never found that generalized meningitis seen invariably in general paraly¬ 
sis of the insane. Cerebral syphilis presented partial lesions. Again, in 
general paralysis, the brain-affection was confined to the meninges. In 
syphilis all parts were affected: brain, skull, and vessels. Lastly, when 
general paralysis existed, all treatment was out of the question. Syphilis 
was sometimes very amenable to specific treatment. 


The following are the titles of a few' of the recently published articles 
on the Pathology of the Mind and Nervous System: 

Folsom, The Classification of Mental Diseases, Bouton Med. and Surgical 
Journal, July 22.— Goldbberry, Hysteria, Med. Jour, and Exam., July.— 
Jehn, On Acute (Transitory) Mania and Acute Maniacal Delirium, Deutsche 
med. Wochensch., No. 27.— Hughes, The Medico-Legal Aspect of Cerebral 
Localization and Aphasia, Alienist and Neurologist, July.— King, Case of 
Morbid Juvenile Pyrophobia caused by Malarial Toxsemia, Ibid. — Savage, 
Hints on Nervous Exhaustion (Neurasthenia), Lancet and Clinic, Aug. 21. 
— Sullivan, Death by Lightning, ‘Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., Aug. 19.— 
Debove, Note on the Attacks of Asystolie in the Course of Exophthalmic 
Goitre, L' Union Medicals, 24, June.— Poole, A New Aspect of Facial Par¬ 
alysis, JIT. Y. Med. Record, Aug. 28.— Hazard, Consciousness in Epilepsy, 
St. Louis Clinical Record, Aug.— Pitres, New Facts Relative to the Study 
of Cerebral Localizations, Le Progrh Medicate, Aug. 7.— Oglesby, Nys¬ 
tagmus, Brain, July.— Hughlings-Jackson, On Right or Left-Sided Spasm 
at the Onset of Epileptic Paroxysms, Ibid. — Whittaker, Writers’ Cramp, 
Detroit Lancet , Sept.— Buckham, Insanity, Ibid. — Sabine, The Medico- 
Legal Relations of Alcoholism’: Its Pathological Aspects, Boston Med. and 
Surg. Jour., Sept. 2.— Reed, Diphtheria and the Resulting Paralysis, Beston 
Med. and Surg. Journal, Aug. 12. 



